The Welcome Address of Afolabi O. Richard, Executive Director of InfoTech to the Inter-Secondary Computer Quiz Competition tagged “Young Talents” held on Thursday14th July 14, 2005.

The NYSC State Director,

The Zonal Inspector, NYSC Katsina Zone,

The CDS Head,

InfoTech Staff Adviser,

Distinguished Guests & Sponsors,

CD Groups Presidents,

InfoTech Board of Directors,

InfoTech Corps members,

Gentlemen Corps members,

Gentlemen of the Press,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is my utmost gratitude to welcome everyone present here today to this epoch-making event in the history of Katsina state. I am delighted to also congratulate every one of us here for being part of this history.

Permit me to say that you are making an history by being present in today’s  event tagged “Young Talents” – the first inter-secondary school computer Quiz Competition in Katsina state organized by InfoTech Corps of the NYSC - the first IT based group in Katsina.

Ladies and Gentlemen, may I quickly tell you a little about InfoTech Corps. InfoTech is a gift to Katsina state. InfoTech is a child of necessity born out of strong and passionate desire by some talented youths who have the interest of youths in Katsina and the northern youths at heart. This group started from the NYSC orientation camp Dutsinma, and has since grew to about 30 vibrant, talented and innovative members who have the imparted over 1,200 youths in secondary schools and tertiary institutions in Katsina state; both in the rural and urban areas.

Moreover, every member of this group has given their best towards the success of this CD group. We have paid the price expected of pioneers and we have spent our money and time sacrificially and selflessly towards the development of youths in Katsina state.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the products of our efforts are seen in the students gathered here today who are few of the young talents identified during the course of our activities in this service year.

The objective of this quiz competition is NOT to know the best schools in Katsina neither is it to create unhealthy rivalry between schools and students in Katsina nor is it to showcase the most intelligent students, RATHER, it is a calculated effort to evaluate our activities; encourage the students and motivate them to intensify their effort and desire to learn about Computing and Information Technology.

I therefore assure the students and officials from different schools of fairness in this competition. I also urge you to accept the results of this competition in the spirit of sportsmanship.

In concluding this address, I would like to advocate that every youth present here endeavor to learn more about computer and information technology.  A lot of attention has been given to crude oil neglecting the vast knowledge economic values that ICT knowledge can add to our nation. Countries like China, Japan and India, some of which were considered overpopulated now consider their populations as an advantage as a result of the tremendous revenue obtained from ICT annually in billion of US dollars.

Nigeria can do the same; and, on youths the onus lies. We have to rise up to the challenge and bridge the wide gap existing between Nigeria and the developed nations of the world. “The glory of the youths is their strength.... ” Now is always the best time to act.

Once again, I welcome all and sundry to this record-breaking event and I believe you would have a refreshing experience here.

Thanks.

Afolabi, O. Richard

Executive Director

InfoTech Corps
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